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“And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the
unknown.’  And he replied, ‘Go out into the darkness
and put your hand into the Hand of God.  That shall be
to you better than light and safer than a known way.’”

So heart be still:
What need our little life,
Our human life, to know
If God hath comprehension?
In all the dizzy strife
Of things both high and low,
God hideth His intention.

God knows.  His will
Is best.  The stretch of years
Which wind ahead, so dim
To our imperfect vision,
Are clear to God.  Our fears
Are premature:  In Him
All time hath full provision.

The Gate of the Year

from “God Knows,” Minnie Louise Haskins (1908)
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As we cross the threshold into a new millennium, voices from
the past provide wisdom for our pathway and confidence in
God.  The words of A.W. Tozer (1897-1963), the great and
godly 20th-century preacher, reflect on the nature of man
and true service to God:

“The free man [of God] has never been a religious
tyrant, nor has he sought to lord it over God’s
heritage.  It is fear and lack of self-assurance that has
led men to try to crush others under their feet.  These
have had some interest to protect, some position to
secure, so they have demanded subjection from their
followers as a guarantee of their own safety.  But the
free man—never; he has nothing to protect, no
ambition to pursue and no enemy to fear.  For that
reason he is completely careless of his standing
among men.  If they follow him, well and good; if
not, he loses nothing that he holds dear; but whether
he is accepted or rejected he will go on loving his
people with sincere devotion.  And only death can
silence his tender intercession for them” (12-13).

Of God and Men, by A.W. Tozer
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have older siblings who have been
to college before.  Almost everyone
has vivid memories of arriving,
meeting new roommates, getting
settled, and learning to adjust to
different schedules, personalities,
and expectations.

PCC students understand those
concerns.  “Before I arrived at PCC, I
was very nervous about sharing a
room with three other girls,” recalls
Christi Main (N.C.).  “I prayed for
good roommates the whole summer
before my freshman year.  It’s been a

Living in PCC’s residence halls

Rooms are carpeted and air-conditioned with
private or adjoining baths.

         ost students admit to having
some concerns about roommates
and residence hall life before arriving
at college for the first time.  The
transition from living at home to
living in a residence hall can seem
overwhelming, even for those who

M
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great experience.  I underestimated
the blessings I would receive from
nightly prayer group, getting close
to roommates, and simply making
new friends.”

“God has
been
extremely
good to me
by providing
me with
godly
roommates
who are some

of my closest friends,” shares Chris
Littrell (Tex.).  Eunice Thiessen
(Canada) agrees:  “It’s great to live
with others that share a common
relationship with Jesus Christ.  A
special bond develops between
roommates, and that truly makes it a
home away from home.”  Elizabeth
Turner (Kans.) is convinced that
roommates’ different personalities
and characteristics bring a unique
atmosphere to the room.  “By getting
to know roommates, suitemates,
prayer group members, and others
on your hall, you’ll make friends that
you might
never meet
otherwise,”
she says.

In addition to
meeting new
friends, many
people find
that residence
hall life affects them in ways they

might not have
anticipated.  “Look at
residence hall life as
an opportunity to
appreciate the finer
things in life, like
clip-on bed lamps
and shower caddies,”
grins Christi Main.
“I’ve learned to be
quieter in the
morning, faster in
the shower, and
neater with my
clothes.”  Eunice
Thiessen notes, “You
learn to respect other
people and the way
they do things.”
Andrew Doan
(Colo.) has learned
the importance of
being flexible with
space, things, and
people.  “Otherwise,
you’ll get bent out of shape,” he
points out.  “Communication
is the key to a Christ-centered,
happy room,” observes Chris
Conklin (Oreg.).

Memories of residence hall life bring
opportunities to reflect on how “all
things work together for good to them
that love God.”  Rom. 8:28  “I wish I
would have known how quickly the
time would pass,” reflects senior
Chris Littrell.  “I would have done a
better job making the most of it and
adding to great memories.”

Christi Main

Day rooms are favorite spots to gather on each
floor in the women’s residence halls.

Chris Littrell

Microwaves and vending machines
are conveniently located.

Living and studying together builds friendships with
roommates.

• Bible
• alarm clock
• umbrella
• comfortable shoes
• needle and thread

Students suggest bringing . . .
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• pictures from home
• camera
• good attitude
• cheerful heart
• teachable spirit
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Music Ensembles Travel in
Southeast United States

Hear one of our seven traveling music ensembles in January
for a time of worship through message and song.
Call 1-800-722-3220 for more information.




