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� Giuseppe Rossi cello

 �
Natale

Carletti
viola

� Sebastian 
    Kloz violin

� G. Apparut   
violin

I
n 1994, the strings program at 
PCC took a major step forward 
when the Alberto Jaffés joined the 

faculty as artists-in- residence.  They 
have brought excellence into the 
strings and piano programs.  

At the annual Spring Concerto 
Competition, Dr. Jaffé realized the need 
for professional-quality stringed instru-
ments, because the winner performs as 
soloist with the PCCymphony Orchestra. 

He explains, “While we are not interested 
in producing ‘stars’ for the performing 

world, we do need to give advanced 
students the best instruments to 
use as they begin their professional 
careers.  There is a time when 

a strings player can no longer be 
 considered a beginning student.  This 
student needs to extract more from 

an instrument, and the instruments 
are extremely useful for advanced 

 students.”
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    New instruments dedicated to the Lord during 
Campus Church service.  L to R:  Nathan Bianchi, violin; 
Kevin McClain, violin; Merrillan Melberg, viola; 
Sarah Bearden, cello

Last May, Dr. Horton instruc-
ted Dr. and Mrs. Jaffé to 
purchase four pro fessional 
stringed instruments that 
would provide the 
needed range for 
advanced students.    

The instruments were 
purchased from Morel & 
Gradoux-Matt, a very repu-
table dealer in New York City.  
Dr. Jaffé said, “This company had 
the best price in relation to the quality 
of the instruments.”

The four instruments purchased make 
up a string quartet, which is the founda   -
tion for chamber music and the orchestra.  
As such, this purchase not only benefi ts 
string students, but the orchestra as well.  
These instruments could be used in pro-
fessional orchestras. 

Dr. Jaffé said the quality of a violin 
depends on the construction and use 

of the instrument.  
“The active vibra-

tion of the wood 
in performance 
enriches a violin’s 
sound.  The 
instruments PCC 
 purchased could 

have a future life 
of 300 years or 

more.” 

Each of the four instru-
ments is handmade.  The 

Sebastian Kloz violin (1772)  typifi es 
the German Mittenwald School, and the 
G. Apparut violin (1925) is representative 
of the French Mirecourt School.  The 
Natale Carletti viola (1966) and the 
Giuseppe Rossi cello (1961) are typical 
of the Modern Italian School.  Dr. Jaffé 
explained that the top  violins, such as 
Stradivarius, are made in Italy; the next 
tier in quality comes from the Mittenwald 
School and the Mirecourt School.

Dr. and Mrs. Alberto Jaffé
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The Start of A Beka Book
In the late 1960s, the “new math” was 
sweeping the nation.  Textbook pub-
lishers had scrapped their traditional 
math books in favor of this untried 
“new” approach.  One of the casual-
ties was a series of arithmetic work-
books that contained excellent drill 
practice for computation skills.  Drill 
skills had fallen out of favor with 
those experimenting with the “new 
math.”  There were, however, many 
private schools that believed there 
was value in teaching their students 
through this time-proven method.  
(Years of declining competence in 
basic math skills have proven they 
were correct.)

Pensacola Christian School (K–12) 
in  Pensacola, Florida, was one of 
these schools.  The founders, 
Dr. Arlin Horton and wife Beka, 
had successfully used the Upton 
Arithmetic Workbooks in grades 
three through eight for 
many years.  They were 
dismayed when they 
learned the workbooks 
were no longer available.

It was during this time 
that Chicago insurance 
magnet, W. Clement 
Stone, and his wife, 
Jessie, were guests in the 
home of A. A. (Buzz) 
Baker who was a part 
of the Pensacola 
Christian School min-
istry.  On  January 7, 
1972, W. Clement Stone 

invited the Hortons and the Bakers 
to be his guests at his Lake Michigan 
villa and to present to him three 
projects that would benefi t Pensa-
cola Christian School.

Arlin Horton came prepared.  
He showed Mr. Stone the Upton 
Arith metic Workbooks that were 
no longer available but were so 
very much needed.  Secondly, he 
presented the idea of printing 
an upper elementary character-
 building reader called Of America.  
Thirdly, he presented to be printed 
a series of colorful kindergarten 
 readers using the phonics system 
of reading.

Several weeks later, Mr. Stone 
responded that he had received 
copyright permission for arithmetic 
workbooks, grades three through 
eight, and that he was printing and 
donating 60,000 of these (10,000 
per grade) to Pensa cola Christian 

School.  He also stated that he would 
pay the printing cost of the Of Amer-
ica reader as well as the kindergarten 
readers.  The Hortons were surprised 
and very pleased.

Pensacola Christian School had 
already been helping other Christian 
schools by offering practical, on-site 
educational Clinics for teachers and 
administrators (which still continues 
today).  With more Upton Arith-
metic Workbooks than they could 
use, they began selling them, the 
Of America readers, and the kin-
dergarten reading series at Christian 
education conventions.  The schools 
jumped at the opportunity and 
formed the fi rst base of customers 
for Christian school textbooks. 

The publishing of Christian school 
textbooks was on its way, but it 
needed a name.  Buzz Baker, an 
assistant to Dr. Horton, was asked 
to offer suggestions for the name.  

He knew that Beka 
Horton was greatly 
involved in 
curriculum develop-
ment, and on a fl ight 
with the Hortons, 
Baker presented the 
name A Beka Book 
Publications in honor 
of Beka Horton.  The 
vote to accept the 
name was two to one, 
with Beka dissenting.  
It has proven to be a 
good choice. 

 —A.A. Baker

� W. Clement Stone hosts Arlin and Beka Horton and 
Buzz Baker at his Lake Michigan villa.

God used the “new math,” W. Clement Stone, and a Christian day school 
in  Florida in a wonderful combination that gave birth to A Beka Book— 
America’s largest publisher of textbooks for Christian schools and home schools.

PCC affiliate




