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Students returning to campus 
in January were thrilled 
that the Crowne Centre had 

opened, but were surprised that the 
dedication service would be May 7.  
At the Dedication, many under-
stood the scheduling when Dr. Joe 
Rammel, vice president for institu-
tional relations, thanked God for 
the opportunity to “consecrate, set 
apart, and dedicate” the Crowne 
Centre fi fteen years (to the day!) 
after the dedication of the Dale 
Horton Auditorium.

The Dedication began with a 
processional of administrators, 
faculty, and 850 graduates in rega-
lia.  Scripture reading and songs of 
worship followed the Invocation.  
Congressman Jeff Miller presented 
President Arlin Horton with a 
United States fl ag fl own over the 
U. S. Capitol in recognition of the 
Dedication.  

Dr. Joel Mullenix, vice president 
for public affairs, recognized sev-
eral principal individuals for their 
key contributions in design for the 
Crowne Centre’s construction.

Dedication

Dr. Matthew Beemer, vice president 
for academic affairs and executive 
assistant to the president,  intro-
duced fi ve members of the PCC 
family who shared the importance 
of the Crowne Centre in their lives.

“. . . in a building big enough to have it’s own ZIP code.”



Dr. Jim Schettler, pastor of Cam-
pus Church, in his comments, listed 
three “musts” for every dedication: 
 1. You must consider it valuable  
  and honorable 
 2. You must give it willingly and  
  cheerfully.
 3. You must use it wisely and  
  faithfully.

“The Hortons have done all that 
and more; it is not surprising, 
considering the spirit they have 
exhibited throughout their years of 
ministry.” 

President Arlin Horton, in his 
comments, remarked, “The Lord 
has truly prospered and blessed 
this ministry far greater than we 
ever expected or imagined.  All the 
glory belongs to God, not to us. . . . 
Physical buildings and structures 
have never been our main focus.  In 
the early years, our campus facili-
ties were not like they are today, but 
our students were challenged aca-
demically, excited over campus life, 
and spiritually blessed by the 
Biblical instruction, just as much as 
students are now. . . .  College life 
can have meaning, purpose, and be 
very enjoyable when Jesus Christ is 
the primary focus on the campus.  
That has always been our goal at 
PCC—to crown Jesus Christ, King 
of our campus.”

Dedicatory Prayer on next page
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“All the glory belongs to God, not to us.”
         —President Arlin Horton

Dr. Phyllis Rand, 
dean of education, 
said, “I have worked 
alongside many 
others, past and 
present, who have invested their lives 
wholeheartedly in what Dr. Horton 
calls ‘the thrill of service.’  The stu-
dents who fi ll the Crowne Centre 
are a wonderful fulfi llment to those 
of us who serve.”  Graduates were 
reminded of the genuine love shown 
by so many during their college 
years.

Dr. William Craw-
ford, dean of history 
and languages, spoke 
of long-ago days 
when his two young 
sons played in the goldenrod fi elds 
where PCC now stands.  “Buildings 
have changed, but the purpose and 
heartbeat of Pensacola Christian 
has remained constant.”  His forty-
four years of service gave students a 
glimpse of having a lifelong part in 
a ministry so obviously blessed by 
God. 

Andrew Doan (CO), 
senior class presi-
dent, said his fi rst 
impression was, 
“Wow!  It is big.”  
The magnifi cation screen left him 
unsure of how much he would retain 
from a service if he was sitting in 
HH-66, 32 rows from the speaker.  
“I’m glad to report that God can still 
work in hearts through the preaching 
of His Word, even in a building big 
enough to have its own ZIP code!”

Chesney Riley (FL), 
senior class sec-
retary, was more 
impressed by the 
spirit of the Crowne 
Centre than its size.  “The Crowne 
Centre represents the unique spirit 
of unity here at PCC.  It offers more 
than the convenience of meeting 
together; it also allows us to share
our experiences with one another.”

Alumnus Dave 
Young (’92), an 
evangelist, echoed 
Andrew’s awe:  
“This place is huge!”  
This reference, however, was to the 
Dale Horton Auditorium fi fteen 
years ago when Young began college.  
“I never dreamed that I would think 
of the DHA as small. . . .  I’m thankful 
for the Crowne Centre Dedication 
because in this very auditorium, 
hundreds and thousands of students 
will be challenged to magnify Jesus 
Christ above all else.”
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“O Lord God, our Father, we come to You in the 
name of our Savior Jesus Christ.  There is no 

other God like You in all of heaven and earth.  If it 
was not for Your everlasting mercy, we would all be 
consumed because of our own sins.  Your justice is 
justice.  Your glory is beyond comprehension.  Your 
love is so gracious, patient, and forgiving. . . .  We 
realize that all this is a material place, and You are an 
eternal, spiritual God.  However, willingly and 
cheerfully, we dedicate this building to You, as an act 
of worship, and we thereby transfer the ownership 
of this place to You, for You to do with it as You see fi t.

 “We understand 
that we are to become the 
stewards of it, and therefore, 

we ask for Your grace to help keep this place free from 
doctrinal error.  May Your strong adversary be bound 
in this place and not have freedom.  May Your Holy 
Spirit always be welcomed. . . .  May it be an oasis of 
rest for the weary soul to be refreshed. . . .  Dear God, 
may this place be a launching pad to blast off the next 
generation of Christian servants into a world that 
needs Your Son as their only Savior.

“We dedicate this building to the crowning of 
Jesus Christ as the King of Kings and the Lord of all 
activities ever done here.  We pray for Your mercy and 
Your grace.  It is Your place; do with it as You see fi t.  
Give us the grace to be the stewards You desire us to be.

“Thank you for all of those human instruments 
that had a part in this place.  Thank you, Lord, for a 
founder and president who desires for Jesus Christ to 
get all the glory.  And now, we dedicate it to You as an 
act of worship.  And we pray these things in the name 
of our soon-to-come King, Jesus Christ.      Amen.”

The hearts of the audience echoed his humble and reverent 
prayer, dedicating the Crowne Centre to the King of Kings.

Before the Dedicatory 
Prayer, Dr. Schettler explained 
why he chose to read his prayer.

“There are times when I say 
to my wife that I love her, and there are times that I 
write it out.  I don’t typically write out my prayers, but 
today I have chosen to write out what I want to say to 
God. . . .  Join with us as we now dedicate the Crowne 
Centre to the Lord Jesus Christ.”

at Crowne Centre 
 Dedication

Dr. Jim Schettler

cont.




