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The Story Of
A Candlestick Removed At

Christmas

by Pastor Jerald Manley

Thou hast left thy first love. Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen,
and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and
will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent—Rev. 2:4-5.

The following newspaper account sent
to me by my sister upset my “holiday
spirit” For generations, the Ashland
Avenue Baptist Church of Lexington,
Kentucky, was a bulwark of the faith.
In my youth and early years of minis-
try, I knew Pastor Clarence Walker as a
contender for the faith and defender of
Baptist principles. . . . He was followed in
that pulpit by men of similar convictions
and principles; but it seems obvious that
now such is not true. .. .

The honored Ashland Avenue Baptist
Church, as have many other ‘once-but-
no-longer’ doctrinally sound churches
and institutions, has experienced the
pathway prophesied by the Apostle Paul
for the church at Ephesus.

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and
to all the flock, over the which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the
church of God, . . . For I know this, that
after my departing shall grievous wolves
enter in among you, not sparing the flock.
Also of your own selves shall men arise,
speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them”—Acts 20:28-30.
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When the Rev. A. Grievous Wolf
becomes the shepherd of a Baptist
church, it is a sad day indeed.

Read the following newspaper article
and weep for the fate of Ashland
Avenue Baptist Church. The structure

remains; the organization continues,
but the candlestick is removed. She
retains a name, but the nature has altered.
She is now Ichabod.

The title is offensive, but it is the one the
newspaper chose; therefore, I chose to
leave it alone.
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O, Holy Opening Night

Churches Produce Ambitious Christmas Pageants
By Frank E. Lockwood, Staff Writer

Forget about Christmas oratorios and
cantatas. Ashland Avenue Baptist Church is
tackling a new musical genre for the holidays:
the rock opera.

Performing the Trans-Siberian Orchestra’s
best-selling Christmas Eve and Other Stories
is a bold move to attract visitors, undertaken by

a congregation that has survived a church split
and plummeting attendance in recent years.

“You can’treach out and touch today’s society
with yesterday’s methods. It just doesn’t work,”
says music minister John Wesley Brett.

So the church is putting on its biggest show
ever, complete with snow and fog machines,



video footage of Lexington from the air,
stage lighting, a 15-piece orchestra, a 50-
voice choir, three keyboardists and guitarists
from an ear-splitting alternative rock band.

In an age where couch potatoes outnum-
ber pew sitters, churches are going to great
lengths to attract visitors during the holiday
season.

For many people, Christmas and Easter are
the only times when they go to church—or
visit a new congregation.

These days, it takes more than a few
bathrobe-clad Wise Men and kids with
tinsel-covered halos to attract a crowd.

At Southland Christian Church, the con-
gregation’s holiday show—titled A Simple
Christmas—is expected to attract 15,000
people during its run, which began Wednes-
day and goes through Saturday. . . . admission
charge of $5 for those 7 and older.

Practices began in August. A 100-voice
choir will give what the church calls a “non-
threatening, high-quality performance.”

“We put our best foot forward because we
believe it will really reach a lot of people,”
says Todd Tyler, Southland’s programming
minister and executive producer of events.
“Our Christmas program is kind of a front-
door event (for visitors). It’s one of those
first-step, beginning events.”

Other churches also stage elaborate
undertakings. At Parkway Baptist Church
in Lexington, for example, the congregation
dresses up in Middle Eastern garb and sets up
a drive-through mini-Bethlehem, complete
with an overbooked inn, a pottery shop, a
basket shop, a well, a tax collector’s tent, a
living Nativity scene, a pen full of barnyard
animals and a camel named Zeke. The ani-
mals alone cost $1,500 to rent.

Churches in Louisville (KY) and Evans-
ville, Ind., are staging “living Christmas
trees”—giant tree-shaped metallic structures
big enough to hold entire choirs. And Christ
Life Sanctuary in Kettering, Ohio, promises

“earth-shaking sound effects” and “explosive
pyrotechnics.”

But few Christmas programs are more
ambitious than Ashland Avenue’s, which
opened yesterday and runs through Sunday.
Brett, a former Lexington TV news personal-
ity, has been working on the program since
February. He wrote the orchestration for the
piece and recruited singers, musicians, set-
builders and stage people—even a pilot to fly
a cameraman over Lexington’s landmarks at
night, taking pictures for the play. About 90
people are involved in the production.

As is the case with most church Christmas
programs, Brett relies heavily on volunteer
talent and donated materials. The total cost
for the performance is expected to be less
than $1,000.

Brett, 43, opened the program to non-
churchgoers, welcoming anyone who
shares his enthusiasm for the music and its
message.

The church has recently suffered through
a pastor’s resignation and has seen its aver-
age weekly attendance plunge from 1,000
to about 300.

Brett says he hopes the program will unify
the congregation and give it something posi-
tive to work on together.

The first Sunday he summoned volunteers,
about 90 people showed up. Since then, sup-
port for the musical has remained strong,
despite its unorthodox delivery.

“The church has come together in a great
way. We’ve got a better spirit of unity than
we’ve had in five or six years,” says interim
pastor LaVerne Butler. “Barring a Decem-
ber blizzard, we expect this to be the largest
production ever produced by the church.”
Unlike most Christmas stories, this one
begins and ends at a tavern.

The play is the story of an angel sent to
Earth by God on Christmas Eve to find “the
one thing that best represents everything

good that has been done in the name of
this day.”

The angel ends up at a bar and witnesses
an act of kindness by an unnamed bartender.
The barkeep, a modern-day Good Samaritan,
scoops all of the cash out of his till and gives
the money to a stranded young stranger—a
latter-day prodigal daughter—so she can fly
home for the holidays.

“The program’s controversial in the fact
that it’s not normally what you’d see at
church,” said Brett.

But participants say the message is well-
told and theologically sound.

“It’s a beautiful story,” said Larry Butler,
a member of the chorus.

A former Hyatt Regency bartender, Mitch
Kirchner, plays the Good Samaritan.

In the script, the men are drinking whis-
key. In reality, his on-stage bar is stocked
with empty IBC root beer bottles and Torani
Italian syrups.

Kirchner, a church member, says he was
impressed with the script the first time he
saw it.

“I just felt like it told what is a good story
in a different way,” Kirchner said. “Maybe
it’ll touch somebody’s heart.”

With opening day less than a week away,
the stage still had sawdust on it. Two tape
measures sat atop the fake fireplace, and a
power drill leaned against the bar’s wall.

But participants were confident the pro-
gram would come together.

“We’ve done a lot of Christmas programs,
but this is going to be totally different,” said
drummer Alan Moore, an Ashland Avenue
member for 10 years. “It’s going to be a
rockin’ evening.”

Used by permission of
Lexington Herald-Leader
Lexington, KY

N

In the newspaper’s description of the
activity scheduled for the pulpit of
this former New Testament Church,
now a paltry playroom in the Ichabod
Church, there is the detectable stench
of paganism, not the fragrance of bib-
lical Christianity. Merriam-Webster
defines pagan as “one who has little or
no religion and who delights in sensual
pleasures and material goods: an irreli-
gious or hedonistic person.” I use the

word intending that precise definition
to be understood.

The play is the story of an angel sent
to Earth by “God” on Christmas Eve to
find “the one thing that best represents
everything good that has been done in
the name of this day” This apostate
production can only speak of “telling
a good story in a different way” and of
an impulsive act of social benevolence
(apparently funded by thievery) as

the “best” representation of the “good
that has been done in the name of this
day”—the day of the birth of the LORD
Jesus Christ. The participants may pro-
claim that their work is “theologically
sound,” but, their doing so proclaims
their theology to be unsound. Neither
the play nor the players are biblically
sound—and the Bible is the Judge of
any theology, not theologians and,
certainly not, thespians. cont. p. 4
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Experience PCC student life
for yourself
during College Days.

* Visit classes

* Stay in a residence hall room

* Eat meals from“all-you-care-to-eat”
food courts

* Enjoy activities at the Sports Center

* Tour the campus

* Learn your way around

* Find out more about
your academic interests

+ Come by yourself or with a group

Cost is only $10.
= 1-800-PCC-INFO ..

(M-F, 8 am—4:30 pm CT) 1-800-722-4636
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cont. from p. 3

Pastor Clarence Walker never preached
a “non-threatening” message in his
entire ministry. Every sermon threat-
ened the judgment of God on all who
reject the gift of the atonement in the
shed blood of the LORD Jesus Christ—
and, Bro. Walker often warned against
those who would set aside the word
of the living God for the concoctions
of men. “Trans-Siberian”’—what an
appropriately frigid name for a pro-
duction in a church that has lost the
fire of God.

“This [Christmas] day,” so slander-
ously treated by the Trans-Siberian
Orchestra’s best-selling Christmas
Eve and Other Stories and the Ashland
Avenue Baptist Church is described
by the God of Heaven in the follow-
ingwords: “born thisday. .. a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord.” ... “shalt call
his name JESUS: for he shall save his
people from their sins.”—“For unto us
a child is born, unto us a son is given:
and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace” ... “the Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us, (... the glory as
of the only begotten of the Father,)”
“For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Som, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.”

The god of the play proudly produced
by the Ashland Avenue Baptist Church
is the god of Broadway and Hollywood,
who sends angels to find good deeds.
The god of the Trans-Siberian Orches-
tra’s best-selling Christmas Eve and
Other Stories is most assuredly not the
God of the Bible. Such a god is not the
God that Pastor Clarence Walker hon-
ored and served. That god is not the
God for Whom generations of Ashland
Avenue Baptists built buildings and of
Whom they sang praises.

What other possible word is there to
describe the group that would build a
bar on the pulpit in a place where the

Gospel was once faithfully preached,
except that of ICHABOD? The Glory
has departed.

Watch out—this departure from the
faith will be coming toward your local
purpose-driven Baptist churches, float-
ing down the Willow Creek, and violat-
ing, as it progresses, every promise, it
moderately pledges to keep. Itis up to
you as to whether it receives a welcome
or a denunciation. Would to God that
the sheep of the flock would learn what
it is that they are to fight over, when
they are to rise in holy indignation,
and how they are to select a shepherd.
Sheep do not have backs made for
saddles.

Contemporaneous Christianity is
merely the code word for a compro-
mising collection of contemptuous
apostates and unlearned Christians
preaching Christ, even while denying
Him. “From such turn away”—and do
so with great speed and make certain
not to “look back.”

In our nation we see the dimming of
the light in so many churches—closed
on Sunday nights, plays (drama is
their preferred word) substituted for
sermons, entertainment instead of
worship, illustrations (understand
that to mean humor) rather than
Scripture, choruses replacing hymns,
and a congregation with such a variety
of Bibles that congregational reading
would sound like Babel—where the
organization is run by a CEO rather
than a pastor.

One can only wonder how much more
“falling away” must occur before the
Trumpet sounds to call the children
of God home and to bring the fearful
wrath of the judgment of the Holy God
of heaven on this old world.

Even so, come quickly, LORD Jesus.

Reprinted from The Baptist Heritage
Vol. xxvr, Issue 12, Dec. 20, 2002

by Pastor Jerald Manley

Heritage Baptist Church, Pensacola, FL
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North Carolina’s
newest district court
judge started with a pri-
vate practice focusing on
family and juvenile law.
Five years after receiving
her Juris Doctor, she is
now the Honorable OO0
000! o# &0

She campaigned early for
the intense non-partisan
race. “The opposition
was very determined, so I
went out full force. Ispent
many hours attending
B0 Eoans~p _Democratic and Repub—
E° E /: Zlicgq functions and going to

>«eece}’] 3 | @ bSrbecues.”

v e A E ... >|UApfibsEpopularity increased
SEe«"vi]~{ith support from govern-
. | ~ment officials, county sheriffs,
- ATAKAZ sthe representative. “I
i OV >1" ol dign’t hide that I am a Chris-
~n | tian, and [ didn’t apologize for

« A"« E 7 ¢ having a lifetime of Christian
education. My teachers at

PCC and Regent University
supported me and told me what to expect at each
new level. I've always felt very prepared.”

April chose to use her maiden name professionally,
and is married to attorney Jeffrey Berg; they have
two children and live in Lexington, NC. Her parental
perspective combined with conservative views firmly
promoted her ultimate goal: family law court. “T've
talked with state legislators about starting a program,
but the first thing you need are judges who want the
program.”

“The Lord deserves all the honor and glory for my
victory,” said April, who won by 600 votes out of
81,000. “T'll miss my private practice, but becoming a
judge was always my goal. I know this is where God
wants me. As a judge, I have the power to change
lives and make a difference.”
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s i govenimery

Another PCC graduate
who continues to impact
government is Washington
State Representative 00O
O000Dool0  o##00, who
was recently re-elected
to her fifth term as the
District 7 representative.
Her colleagues also elected
her to the top caucus post as
Republican Leader. “I deeply
appreciate the support of my
colleagues, and am honored
and proud that they have
confidence in my ability to
lead our caucus for the next

two years,” she said. Cathy is
the first woman in the state of e
Washington to lead either party N ~
in the House. El E
Cathy first entered politics as }ee ePE"TY
campaign manager and legisla- > Ee"} ...
tive assistant for Representative | 3 e AR

> | (
Bob Morton. He encouraged l...1E . _I HA !
her to fill his vacancy when he P.I«ATAI
ran for the Senate. 2. PIE Y

“A note from College chapel, I

keep in my Bible, reads, ‘It is God’s resounding ) !-
that drowns out myweak ) #!. ASpeaking was not
my strong suit, but God didn’t want perfection, just
availability” When she received the appointment,
she was only 24—the state’s youngest legislator.

“Ithought she lacked age and experience,” said Deral
Boleneus, former Lincoln County Commissioner.
“I've since changed my opinion; I've been impressed
with her activities.” These include leading the House
Republican Organizational Committee and earning
an executive MBA degree.

Cathy says, “My number one goal is to be a godly
influence and light in the legislature. My greatest fear
is not that I would fail, but that I would be a success
at things that will not matter for eternity. I pray that
I'm being the light God would have me to be.”
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