










From Classroom to Home— 
How Distance Learning Works

DISTANCE LEARNING

 While teaching a course on campus,  
education faculty Dr. Chris Bowman 
wears a lanyard that enables a wall-
mounted, motion-sensing recording 
device to track his movements. 

Pensacola Theological Seminary 
offers two degrees completely online: 
Master of Arts degree in Bible Exposition 
and Master of Ministry. For PCC gradu-
ate studies, eight of the ten required 
courses for the Master of Business Ad-
ministration (M.B.A.) degree and six of the 
ten required courses for the Master of 
Science degree in Educational Leader-
ship are available online, allowing for 
minimal residency. 

New technology enables distance-
learning students to receive personal 
interaction with faculty. With courses 
delivered via Canvas, an online learning 
management system, students upload 
their work and receive feedback from 
teachers. This two-way communication 
is invaluable to the learning process. In 
concurrence with Canvas, a video deliv-
ery service called Panopto enables stu-
dents to bookmark favorite PowerPoint 
slides and connect their class notes to 
key points in the video lectures. 

The video instruction itself is recorded  
by a wall-mounted camera, with no need 
for a human operator. Instead, the cam-
era is controlled by a lanyard worn by the 
faculty instructor. The camera automati-
cally zooms in on visual aids and follows 
the teacher even when he moves around 
the room. 

“The investment we’re making in the 
distance-learning program is part of our 
strategic plan to come alongside min-
istry leaders and professionals where 
they are to help them get their advanced 
degrees,” said President Shoemaker. 
PCC and PTS desire to support other 
ministries and business professionals 
as they equip their employees with the 
knowledge and skills they need.

With a variety of graduate and semi-
nary classes being offered through dis-
tance learning, graduates are finding it 
much easier to gain the knowledge they 
need to excel while still having time for 
jobs, ministry, and family. 

 Once the course is recorded and edited,  
it is distributed online through the  
Canvas learning management system. 
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HIGHLIGHTS

Since the early days of the College, 
soccer has been a favorite sport on 

campus. Now, students are excited to 
take the game to the next level with the 
Eagles intercollegiate soccer team this 
coming fall. While collegian soccer and 
the Turkey Bowl will remain best-loved 
College traditions, the intercollegiate 
team will provide students even more 
opportunities to enjoy the sport.  

Tryouts for the new team will be held 
during the spring semester and are open 
to current college students and graduat-
ing high school seniors. “I am definitely 
planning to try out for the Eagles soccer 
team,” said Adrian Torres (So., TX). “I have 
been playing soccer for as long as I can 
remember. As I got older, one of my goals 
was to pursue my soccer career at the 
collegiate level. I am very excited to be 
able to have a soccer team on campus 
because it adds another element to the 
wonderful college experience here at 
PCC.”  

Athletic director Mark Goetsch envi-
sions an exciting future for Eagles soc-
cer. “Building a competitive program 
takes about five years,” he said. “It’s a 
process of getting good college players 
introduced to our program, developing 

a solid system of play, and increasing 
our level of competition over a period 
of time. I would love to see us compet-
ing for a region title in five years, giving 
us the opportunity to move on to the 
national tournament.”

While a new team, Eagles soccer al-
ready has a history at the College. In the 
fall of 1980, the original 28-man Eagles 
soccer team—consisting of mostly fresh-
men and sophomores—played a suc-
cessful first season but retired a few 
seasons later. 

PCC faculty Dr. Fred Johnson played 
on the very first Eagles soccer team as 
a freshman. “Coming out and starting 
my first game is something I will never 
forget,” he said. “The bleachers were 
filled to capacity. What excitement on 
campus! I am thrilled to see Eagles soc-
cer return. It is something I have been 
waiting to see for over 30 years.”

In 2016, the Eagles soccer team will 
play their first season as part of the Na-
tional Christian College Athletic Associa-
tion Division II South Region, competing 
with teams from Division I, the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association, and the 
National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics. 

Announcing a new intercollegiate sports team,  
which takes the field beginning fall 2016.

 SOCCER

MEN’S
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NEWS & EVENTS

Enrichment Retreat 
a refreshing getaway for pastors  

and ministry leaders 
March 1–3, 2016

1-800-PCC-INFO (1-800-722-4636)
EnrichmentRetreat.com

College Days  
for high school seniors, juniors, sophomores,  

and qualified high school graduates
Mar. 31–Apr. 2, 2016 • Apr. 14–16, 2016  

1-800-PCC-INFO (1-800-722-4636)
pcci.edu/CollegeDays

Bring a group of young people to experience  
PCC college life and participate in exciting  

activities and classes.
The Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) 
instrument, added to the natural sciences 
department this year, is essential to study-
ing and practicing modern chemistry. 

While many colleges begin teaching 
students to use NMR technology on 
the graduate level, the new instrument  
allows PCC students to start using it 
their sophomore year. 

The NMR instrument is capable 
of running one-dimensional and two- 
dimensional tests, detecting both  
hydrogen-1 and carbon-13 through  
powerful magnets that align the natural  
magnetic properties of atoms. This 
technology enables students to deter-
mine the structure of a molecule with-
out destroying it, much like an x-ray 
machine for atoms. 

Dr. Shane Smith, chair of the natural 
sciences department, said, “Students 
can safely run their own samples in 
just a few minutes, and they can take 
the raw data and decide for themselves 
how they want to display the results.”

The current technology of the NMR in-
strument will help keep students ahead 
of the ever-changing scientific curve.   

New Nuclear Tool

Educator Recruitment 
for churches and Christian schools seeking  

candidates from among PCC students
February 22–23, 2016

1-800-PCC-INFO (1-800-722-4636)

Career Fair 
for organizations and businesses seeking  

candidates from among PCC students
February 25, 2016

1-800-PCC-INFO (1-800-722-4636)

Missions Conference  
sharing a global perspective

February 14–17, 2016
1-800-PCC-INFO (1-800-722-4636)

Upcoming
Events

PCC Spring Semester 
Opening Weekend 

for family and friends of students
January 23–25, 2016

1-800-PCC-INFO (1-800-722-4636)

PCC UPDATE  |  11



“

CampusPost
Stories from Students

“Seeing the mission field 
firsthand and seeing my 
parents’ dedication and 
sacrifice in the Lord’s 

ministry changed my life.”

T    he Lord called my dad to be a mis-
sionary to the Philippines when I was 

four years old, but because my mom had 
worked her whole life to come to America 
from the Philippines, she did not want 
to go back. After my dad prayed for her 
for four years, my mom surrendered to 
the Lord’s leading. Her specific burden 
came when she saw that so many cults 
had gone to the Philippines because they 
knew the people were searching for the 
truth. 

While my family 
was on deputation, 
I became bitter to-
wards my parents 
because I had to 
leave school and all 
of my friends. Sud-
denly, I was forced to spend 24 hours a 
day in a van or hotel room with my parents 
and brother for 2 years. But the Lord used 
the constant preaching to soften my heart 
for the hurting around me. 

I realized that my parents were just 
following what the Lord had called them 
to do, and since I was their daughter, 
He had also called me to be obedient 
and submissive to them. After I asked for 
forgiveness from my parents, there was 
such peace that I was following the Lord’s 
will. During those years, I surrendered to 
full-time ministry.

But it wasn’t until we moved to the 
Philippines that the Lord worked on my 

heart specifically about being a mis-
sionary myself. Seeing the mission field 
firsthand at seventeen and seeing my 
parents’ dedication and sacrifice in the 
Lord’s ministry changed my life.

I felt a burden to teach English on 
the mission field, and knowing how good 
the education program was at PCC, I 
chose to come here. The A Beka pho-
nics and English helped me understand 
the Philippine language grammar better. 

I was also able to 
use that to help the 
children and teenag-
ers in our church to 
learn a little more 
English. My educa-
tion classes have 
opened my eyes to 

the importance of being a teacher and to 
the magnitude of the influence we have 
on our students. 

Although I did not understand the 
Lord’s plan at the time, I am so glad that 
He called my parents to the mission field. 
I would not change the experience of trav-
eling around the country or moving to 
the mission field for anything. He taught 
me so much through those experiences 
and used that to help me be even more 
effective on a summer ESL (English as a 
Second Language) mission trip to Peru. It 
is amazing that the decisions you make 
and the experiences you go through really 
do directly affect you in the future.”  

Refocusing Her Future
Kaitlin Hurst (So., Philippines) did not share her parents’ 
enthusiasm for missions. She wanted to stay in the U.S. 
and finish high school with her friends. But Kaitlin’s silent 
rebellion turned to willing service after a year in the Philip-
pines. Read how the Lord turned her thoughts toward mis-
sions and led her to be an English education major at PCC.
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CONNECTIONS

Employment Opportunities
Have you con sidered what you can do for the Lord’s work 
on a growing college campus?  
Openings in the following  areas—

PCC Faculty  
 • Marketing • Computer Science • Accounting/Finance 
 • Criminal Justice • Professional Writing • History 
 • Speech • Art • Graphic Design • Mathematics 
 • Voice (Tenor) • Music (Strings) • Music (Woodwinds) 
 • Education

PCC Staff  
 • IT Computer Technician • IT Web Programmer  
 • Cabinet Maker • Textbook Curriculum Writer 
 • Eagles Soccer Coach • Locksmith

A Beka Book  
 • Educational Consultant 

Send résumé with short testimonial to Employee Services, 
P.O. Box 17023, Pensacola, FL 32522-7023, U.S.A.

 EmployeeServices@pcci.edu

Visit pcci.edu/service  
for more information.

When you make decisions every day...
You need the knowledge and confidence to be the dependable leader that parents 
and teachers trust to manage your school consistently and efficiently.

Online courses available—M.S. in Educational Leadership

Take the simple first step to your degree and watch a free sample lecture

info.pcci.edu/EdLeadership

GO FORWARD.

PENSACOLA CHRISTIAN COLLEGER

Next school year,
have fewer questions

and more answers.
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